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ABOUT THE PROJECT  
 
During WW2, crime rose by a reported 57%. Fraud, gang culture, looting, and robbery impacted on 
people’s everyday lives. Along with poverty, hunger, illness, and exceptional pressure – what was life 
like back home? What was our relationship with Europe like at that time? 
 
Things to do in a Blackout began before Covid. We started at a time when Brexit was always in the 
news. Our aim was to explore heritage from a different perspective and draw upon the contemporary 
parallels.  
 
Prior to the first lockdown, we were working with 300 young people across different schools and in a 
military base in Kingston upon Thames. The intention was to create a youth-takeover of the National 
Archives in May 2020.  
 
…then Covid hit.  
 
The project perhaps has found new parallels - toilet roll and dried pasta were disappearing from the 
shelves as we made the decision to cancel the project. Hand sanitiser prices rocketed, and people 
were hoarding.  
 
As we were unable to continue to work with the same young people, we took the decision to build a 
digital art project. This will go live in collaboration with the National Archives in May 2021 - marking 
70 years since the Festival of Britain. We are working with a small group of young people to develop 
contemporary writing in response to the heritage material.  
 
These workshop plans are adapted from material we have used on Zoom. We have selected content 
to provide one-off workshops but also the opportunity for a six-week project to be developed. Further 
resources will include:  

 Devising for GCSE Drama: A set of resources to take GCSE students through the process of 
creating work in response to the scripts.  

 Radio Plays: A set of original scripts by Sharon Kanolik, free to use and devise.  
 Devising Project: A set of resources to devise a project which uses the heritage material to 

think about recovery and the future.  
 

Want to find out more? For free resources around GCSE devising, socially-distanced drama making, 
creative writing, and using heritage to create contemporary drama please email 
Lauren@bouncetheatre.com to sign up to our mailing list.  
 
The following lesson plans provide over six hours of material for remote workshops. They have all 
been hosted on Zoom as part of Bounce Theatre's Young Writers Project. 
 
Original content was put together by Artistic Associate, Stewart Melton. Stewart is a writer, dramaturg and 
facilitator. He scripted Islander, which was selected for the Made in Scotland 2019 showcase and won Musical 
Theatre Review's Best Musical Award. His play for under 5s, Seesaw, has been staged at London's Unicorn 
Theatre, in Arabic at the Haya Cultural Center, Amman, and at the National Theatre of Greece. His other scripts 
include Time Lapse for Southwark Playhouse's Elders Company and Phoenix and Turtle for Little Angel 
Theatre. He also frequently devises performances with young people and community members, including: 
‘See Me Now’ with addicts in recovery, ‘UnderLondon’ with young people with ASD for Young Vic Taking Part, 
‘No Filter’ for Almeida Projects, and ‘Everyday Heroes’ with students from Kani Multicultural Centre. Stewart 
was formerly Youth and Community Director for Southwark Playhouse and has led courses on facilitation and 
devising at LAMDA, Central School of Speech and Drama, Asahi and Aichi Universities and Tokyo Metropolitan 
Theatre.   
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WW2 TIMELINE  
 
This timeline forms a brief background of life during WW2. We have included it for reference to 
allow you to contextualise the lesson plans as necessary for your group.  
 
1938 – The Schedule of Reserved Occupations is drawn up. This exempts certain key skilled workers 
from conscription. The Schedule covers five million men in a vast range of jobs, including engineers, 
rail workers, dock workers, miners, farmers, agricultural workers, schoolteachers, and doctors - all of 
these would be vital to the war effort for obvious reasons. Rationing was instituted and Britons were 
later encouraged by the government to ‘Dig for Victory’ (i.e. grow your own). Before the war, Britain 
imported the majority of its food, and it was feared that a German blockade at sea would cause 
them to starve. If Britain was going to rely more on its own produce, it would need its farmers! 
 
26th May 1939 – The Military Training Act is passed in parliament which makes it compulsory for 
men aged between 20 and 22 to join the armed forces (excluding the aforementioned reserved 
occupations). 
 
24th August 1939 – The Emergency Powers (Defence) Act passes, giving the Government the power 
to create laws without going through Parliament, in the interest of the country's safety. New laws 
usually have to be voted on several times and at several stages by MPs in Parliament, and be 
scrutinised, debated and amended. The government likely felt that in such dangerous times they 
needed to be able to respond quickly regarding any national emergencies to defend the country, or 
instituting new laws to keep Britons safe, so having to go through weeks of work before new laws 
could be introduced could cost lives and valuable time. 
 
1st September 1939 – Hitler invades Poland. On the same day, the evacuation of children, pregnant 
women and people with disabilities to ‘host areas’ begins. Approximately 1.5 million people move 
around the country in search of safety in the first wave of evacuation. In the Rhondda valley, 33,500 
evacuees from London, Cardiff and Bristol found shelter in the homes of local people. The ‘Blackout’ 
officially begins. 
 
3rd September 1939 – National Service (Armed Forces) Act makes it compulsory for men aged 
between 18 and 41 to join the armed forces (again, excluding the aforementioned exempt workers). 
(BBC, 2019) 
 
3rd Sept 1939 – 10th May 1940 – ‘The Phoney War’. A period of eight months, in which very little of 
military importance takes place in Western Europe. Many evacuees drift home during this time, only 
to return to their host areas once the Blitz begins. 
 
8th January 1940 – Food Rationing introduced in the UK. 
 
10th May 1940 – Winston Churchill becomes Prime Minister, following Neville Chamberlain’s 
resignation. Churchill forms the Churchill War Ministry – a coalition of the Conservative, Labour, and 
Liberal Parties. 
 
13th May 1940 – Churchill gives his first speech as Prime Minister. 
 
26th May – 4th June 1940 – British Expeditionary Force evacuation of Dunkirk, Northern France, 
code-named ‘Operation Dynamo’. British, French, and Belgian forces had become surrounded by 
German troops and were stranded in Dunkirk. Churchill described it as a “colossal military disaster”. 
A massive evacuation exercise was needed to rescue and return British troops. A wide variety of 
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seacraft were requisitioned in the rescue, some being manned entirely by civilians due to a lack of 
personnel, and some were commandeered even without their owners’ knowledge. Churchill 
described the rescue as, “a miracle of deliverance”. 
 
10th July – 31st October 1940 – The Battle of Britain was an aerial bombardment of coastal 
strategic targets by Nazi Germany’s air force, the Luftwaffer. 
 
7th September - 2nd November 1940 – London is bombed in the Blitz every night during this 
period. 13,500 tons of high-explosive bombs dropped in 57 raids. Over 15,000 people are killed. 
250,000 are made homeless. Important buildings such as St Paul's Cathedral, the House of Commons 
and Buckingham Palace are also bombed. The King and Queen often visited suffering areas. 
 
14th November 1940 – Coventry bombed in the Blitz for the first time. In that one night, over 
30,000 incendiary bombs were dropped, 554 people were killed, and 50,000 houses were destroyed.  
 
January 1941 – A gardener is caught removing rings from four dead bodies in Kensington, West 
London. 
 
19th - 21st February 1941 – Swansea is hit by the Blitz. The port, docks, and nearby oil refinery are 
all targeted. 230 people are killed, 397 injured. 
 
8th March 1941 – Café de Paris, a well-known nightclub, often attended by celebrities, soldiers, and 
the upper classes, suffers a direct hit in the Blitz. Rescuers who attended the scene afterwards are 
shocked to find looters were among them, yanking brooches and rings from the bodies of the 
revellers. 
 
April - May 1941 – The Belfast Blitz. Four attacks in the period. On Easter Tuesday, approximately 
900 people die, 1,500 are injured. Many houses seriously damaged. 150,000 people made homeless. 
 
June 1941 – Clothes rationing introduced in the UK. 
 
1st December 1941 – “Points” rationing introduced for tinned goods, dried fruit, cereals, pulses, 
syrup, treacle, and biscuits. 
 
December 1941 – Women aged 19-30 are conscripted for war work, after labour shortages become 
apparent. Women are enlisted in the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF), Auxiliary Territorial 
Service (ATS), and Women’s Royal Naval Service (WRENS). 
 
1941 – Several London hotels are fined for illegally buying "at least" 150,000 eggs from a black 
market dealer from Folkestone. The hotels, which had paid up to twice the controlled price for the 
eggs, said they were "desperate to feed the guests". The dealer is sentenced to three months' hard 
labour. (BBC News, 2016) 
 
1942 – British Cathedral Cities were strategically targeted in bombing raids by the Luftwaffe 
(German Air Force). 
 
7th February 1942 – Soap Rationing is introduced. 
 
26th July 1942 – Sweet Rationing is introduced.  
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November 1942 – The Beveridge Report, which would go on to form the basis of the 1945 Labour 
Party manifesto, is published arguing for a system of social insurance from ‘the cradle to the grave’.  
 
1943 – “By 1943, virtually every household item was either in short supply and had to be queued for, 
or was unobtainable.” (Charman, Imperial War Museum, Jan 2018) 
 
July 1943 – Actor Derrick de Marney auctions off a single banana (which had all but disappeared 
from wartime Britain at this point) which fetched for £5. (Charman, March 2018) 
 
September 1943 – Five million clothing coupons are stolen from a War Office depot in South West 
London. The Board of Trade is forced to cancel the entire issue of five-coupon vouchers while 
reassuring the public that the number stolen represents less than 1% of all coupons in circulation 
(Roodhouse, 2013: 88).  
 
1944 – Two boys break into a bombed-out house that had been converted into a munitions store 
and "stole enough anti-tank bombs to blow up themselves and their families", the Birmingham Mail 
reports. 
 
7th May 1945 – BBC announce the end of the War, VE Day declared as a national holiday the 
following day. People begin celebrating immediately in response. 
 
8th May 1945 – VE Day (Victory in Europe Day). Churchill had gained assurances from the Ministry of 
Food that there were enough beer supplies in the capital and the Board of Trade announced that 
people could purchase red, white, and blue bunting without using ration coupons. Parades, 
thanksgiving services and street parties mark the occasion. (Imperial War Museum Staff, 2018) 
 
27th May 1945 – barely three weeks after VE Day, cuts are made to the basic ration.  
 
July 1946 – Bread Rationed. 
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Workshop One – Telling big stories in a few words  
 

Session Aims and 
Objectives   

 Students will explore the power of small things and how we can tell 
big stories with only a few words and sentences.  

 Students will respond to how how young people have - rightly or 
wrongly - taken on huge responsibilities during global events. 
 

Suggested Heritage 
Focus   

The Dead End Kids  
https://www.thehistorypress.co.uk/articles/the-dead-end-kids-of-the-
london-blitz/ 
 

Activities  One Truth and One Lie (10 mins)  
Great liars are also great storytellers!  Everyone has one minute to come 
up with two sentences - one true, one false. Take turns to share. The rest 
of the group must guess which is true. 
 
17 Word Life Story (10 mins) 
Whilst we are learning remotely, we’ve a chance to learn a little bit about 
each other. So, it would be great to hear each other’s life stories - just the 
key moments. Improvise or share a pre-composed 17 Word Life Story as 
an example. Everyone has two minutes to devise or write their own life 
story in 17 words. Remind young people that they don’t need to include 
anything they’re not comfortable sharing with the group: it is their story. 
Listen to a selection. 
 
Discuss the Dead End Kids (10 mins) 
Provide students with a brief historical context taken from our archival 
research: the case of The Dead End Kids. Host brief discussion to draw out 
present day examples of young people shouldering adult responsibilities 
e.g. Malala Yousafzai, Greta Thunberg, and young carers.  
 
Word Association Game (10 mins) 
Repeating the order you went in for One Truth and One Lie, someone 
offers a word in response to the Dead End Kids e.g. ‘bomb’. The next 
person says a word inspired by the last e.g. ‘blast’ and so on. If students 
are too slow, muddled, or repeat a word then they are out (go on mute). 
Continue until there are only two people left in a showdown. 
 
17 Word Biopics (15 mins) 
Everyone has 5 minutes to write a 17 Word Life Story inspired by The Dead 
End Kids or one of the contemporary young people highlighted in your 
discussion.  
Encourage students to focus on the most important moments in their 
subject’s life. They may choose to focus on a single incident, e.g. the Dead 
End Kids rescue of 30 horses from a burning stable. Share a selection.  
 

Plenary   Thumbs up / thumbs down about the online experience.  (5min) 
 

 
 
  



8 
 

Workshop Two – Creating Monologues  
 

Session Aims and 
Objectives 

Students will dramatise heritage records by writing an interior 
monologue.  
 

Suggested Heritage 
Focus 

The Dead End Kids 
 

Activities  Word Hunter (10 mins)  
Explain that part of living a creative life is examining the world deeply to 
find things that others might have missed. This seems particularly apt 
when we are living our lives 24/7 on social media. We are always 
performing, editing, shortening our thoughts. This warm-up is a reminder 
of the importance of looking beyond what we see initially. Everyone has 
two minutes to write down as many words as possible from the same 
letters as the phrase ‘Lockdown Life’, e.g. file, dock, won, flick, flock, fill.  
Letters cannot be used twice (apart from L and O as they both appear 
twice within the phrase). Compare words found. The player with the most 
words wins. 
 
Recap on The Dead End Kids. Encourage everyone to note down words 
and phrases that catch their attention during your discussion. Ask 
students to select one of The Dead End Kids. Think about: 

 What was their life like before and after the war? 
 What was his/her/their contribution to the British war effort? 
 Were they fairly recognised for their efforts? 
 If not, what prevented them from being so? 
 How were young people treated at the time? 

 
Word Art (10 mins) 
Explain to the students that writing can be short, sharp, direct, and 
emotional – like music. An example of this is Word Art. Ask the students 
to choose a word or phrase from their notes that intrigue you – or an 
incident from The Dead End Kids that they would like to explore e.g. fire.  
Give students time to play with ways of presenting their word visually – 
How can they share what this word or idea makes them feel or think by 
the way they write or draw it on the page?  
(Interactive Whiteboard settings might allow you to do this as a shared 
activity) 
 
Write an Interior Monologue (15 mins) 
Explain that an interior monologue is a kind of written speech recording 
all the thoughts and sensations passing through a character’s mind. It 
moves as fast as thought and often takes the form of short sentences and 
phrases that do not need to make grammatic sense. 
 
Using their word art, come up with an idea for a Dead End Kids monologue 
e.g. going into the fire. Write down how the character feels – think about 
all the things they might say that wouldn’t make a social media post. 
 
“Hot, it’s so hot. I didn’t think it would be this hot. My skin is burning. It’s 
just smoke. I can’t see. My hands are stinging. My stomach’s in knots. I’m 
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not cut out for this this. I’m just a kid. Shouldn’t have let… ‘It’ll be fun,’ he 
said. What’s that sound? Something’s coming down from the room. Am I 
doing the right thing being in here? I’m just a kid. Wait…I can see 
something through the smoke. I’m coming. It’s alright, I’m coming.” 
 

Plenary Ask for one word to describe the session.  
 

 
(If your students relate to The Dead End Kids there is a 15 minute radio drama script available in our Things 
to do in a Blackout Script set. It is free to use.)  
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Workshops Three & Four – Creating First Person 
Monologues  
 
(This workshop is written as a 90-minute plan with the view it could be adapted to work over two 
weeks to ensure time is spent developing & hearing all monologues)  

Session Aims and 
Objectives  

 Students will develop a character and write a first-person monologue 
to animate heritage photographs. 

 Students will be able to cite photography as a source of heritage 
information. 
 

Suggested Heritage 
Focus  

Photos from Evacuees Stories (see pages 12 - 14)  

Activities  Morning Page (5 mins) 
This is a great way of clearing your mind of the 'daily world' and get in the 
zone for writing. Everyone writes continuously, as quickly as possible, 
without thinking or editing, and without stopping for three minutes. 
 
Today’s Topic (10 mins) 
Share a selection of photos from Bounce Theatre’s research, The National 
Archive, and The Imperial War Museum. Explain that photographs provide 
a great form of heritage insight – we can see details like clothing, hair, and 
surroundings that give us clues to the time. What else do the students 
note? 
 
Creating Character (15 mins)  
We are now going to think about dramatising the photos. This means 
imagining or filling in the gaps about what the photos don’t tell us. Pose 
the following questions for the students to consider. Ask them to note 
down anything that surprised, intrigued, or inspired them. Example 
questions below but feel free to add any further provocations as they 
occur:  
 
Evacuees: 
 How old are the people in the picture? 
 Do they know where they are going? 
 Does the person in the foreground know the other children or are 

they travelling alone? 
 What are in their suitcases? 
 
Open air sewing class: 
St George’s CoE School, Battersea, relocated to Pembrokeshire  
 Who is the girl at the back looking straight at the camera and why is 

she sitting alone? 
 Most of the young women wear dresses and buckled shoes but one 

(at the front, left) appears to be in shorts, shirt, and trainers. What is 
their story?   

 Behind them is sat a young woman of colour. How familiar was she 
with the Welsh coast before they were evacuated from SW London? 

 Did she visit here on holiday or to see family or is this her first time in 
Wales?  
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 What has been her experience of country life? 
 
Gas masks at school: 
 How long have they been wearing their masks? What does it feel and 

smell like?  
 The photographer appears to be spying on the class, taking a photo 

between two pillars. Are the children aware that the photographer is 
there? What do they think is going on? 

 Have the children become used to this situation? Is this their new 
‘normal’? 

 Washing line despite bomb damage 
 Who are the people in the picture? What is the building that they are 

standing in? 
 They appear to be smiling to the camera? Why are they so pleased to 

see the photographer? Or is it just for show? 
 The building looks dangerously damaged. What will happen to it next? 
 
Character Questionnaire (15 mins) 
Everyone picks a character, inspired by the archival photographs. They 
flesh out their character by writing responses to the following questions: 

1. How old is your character? 
2. Where do they live and who do they live with? 
3. What do they do on an average day? 
4. What would they rather be doing and what prevents them 

from doing this? 
5. Name three things they really dislike (trivial or profound). 
6. Name three people they feel close to. 
7. What is their biggest wish? 
8. What is their biggest fear? 
9. What is their biggest secret? 
10. Do they have any particular skills or talents?  
11. What do they have in their pocket right now? 
12. What is their name? 

 
Free Writing (15 mins) 
Everyone writes a new piece from the point of view of their character. It 
can take any form: spoken word, script, short story. It can be set in the 
past or the present day, and feature people from the photos or characters 
of your own invention. The only rule is it must begin with the word ‘I’. 
Write freely for 15 minutes  
 
Reduce Writing (10-15 mins)  
Students count out how many words they have written. Their task is to 
cut 50% of their content. What can they strip away to make the story more 
dramatic? 
 
Rewrite Monologue and Share Within Group (15min+)  
Students rewrite their monologues and rehearse to share with the group.  
 

Plenary Play stand up / sit down if you enjoyed the session / learnt about writing. 
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Evacuee 
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Open Air Sewing Class 
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Gas Masks at School 
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Workshop Five and Six - Creating Micro Scripts  
 
(This workshop is written as a 90-minute plan with the view it could be adapted to work over at least 
two weeks to ensure time is spent developing and hearing all micro scripts.)  
 

Session Aims and 
Objectives 

Students will learn to create a micro script using heritage material for 
inspiration. 
 

Suggested Heritage 
Focus  

The Story of Wally Thompson (see page 16)   

Activities Acrostic Poem (10 mins) 
Ask everyone to take a moment to summarise their day into one word. 
They keep this word to themselves. They use their summary word as the 
basis of a short acrostic poem about what has happened or how they 
feel today. Offer an opportunity to share.  
 
Share Heritage Material (10-15 mins)  
Encourage everyone to note down words and phrases that catch their  
attention during today’s historical context briefing. This will form a 
‘Word Bank’ for the next activity. 
 
Read the story of Wally Thompson. 
 
First Line Monologues (20 mins) 
 Offer students a selection of first lines with which to start their 

monologues (below), all inspired by today’s topic. Everyone has two 
minutes to plan their monologues, guided by questions and 
provocations:  
o Who says this?  
o What do they want from the people around them?  
o What do these people want?  
o Where are they?  
o What happens next? 
o Do the speaker achieve what they want? How?  
Encourage as much detail as possible.  

 Participants write their monologues. 
 Listen to a selection of monologues. 
 
Micro Scripts (20mins) 
Explain to the students that we’ve told stories and written monologues 
with only a handful of sentences and well-chosen words. Their final task 
is to write a micro script. A short play with no more than 10 lines of 
dialogue. Five per character.  
 Select two students to read the example micro script.  
 Share our micro script checklist: 

o An interesting setting. 
o Two or more characters. 
o Some conflict (usually that the characters want or appear to 

want different things or things they can’t have). 
o A twist or surprise. 
o A resolution. 
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 Discuss the story of Wally Thompson, it offers multiple moments of 
conflict and surprise.  Ask them to select a moment they would like 
to explore. This will be their micro script. 

 Offer first lines as writing prompts- students should feel free to use 
your own ideas as well! 

 Give students time to write their micro scripts. Encourage them to 
add an intriguing title.  

 Students can pair up to read each other’s plays.  
 

Plenary If chat functions are operational, everyone types in a word about how 
they feel after the session. 
 

 
 
The Story of Wally Thompson 
 
Wally Thompson was a hardworking thief who always looked to exploit a situation. During a heavy 
air raid in 1941, he drove a stolen lorry into a narrow street in London Bridge. An air raid precaution 
(ARP) member, Thompson was wearing his uniform; it allowed him to move around London freely 
and unsuspected. Alongside him in the lorry were the members of his gang – Batesy, Bob, and 
‘Spider’. 
 
The gang’s plan was to break into a warehouse, pick up a safe from the office and drive it away. As 
anti-aircraft fire raged and bombers droned, Batesy jumped out and opened the warehouse gates 
with a cloned key. Spider – an experienced burglar – ran forward and forced a window, before 
jemmying the main door open from the inside. Within moments, all four men were inside, 
manhandling the safe out to the lorry. But as they reached the door, a bomb landed outside. 
 
The ground pitched forwards, and Thompson was thrown through the air, landing on the stairs. The 
gates were destroyed, the lorry was turned upside down and fires started to burn. Everybody was 
shaken – but unharmed. Choking on dust, cursing his luck, Thompson urged his men to run. 
 
Spider had other ideas. Spotting a young girl trapped in a nearby building, he began scaling a wall to 
reach her. Minutes later, a fire engine arrived and a ladder was sent up to the ledge where Spider 
was hanging with the girl in his arms. He climbed down, and handed her over to a police constable – 
who was deeply impressed. He asked for Spider’s name and address; such courage deserved 
recognition. However, Spider declined to give his details. Feigning humility, he and his colleagues 
slipped quietly into the night. Without the safe. 
 
According to Thompson, the Blitz was a golden period for criminals. “Air raids,” he remembered, 
“were the best ally London’s crooks ever had.” Billy Hill, who came to be known as the boss of 
Britain’s underworld after the war, agreed: “They were roaring days. Money was easy, the villains 
were well loaded with dough, and we were all busy.”” (Levine, 2015) 
 
 


